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Michael Broggie (born June 19, 1942) is an American author and historian who specializes in the 
history of Walt Disney and The Walt Disney Company—specifically Disney's connection 
to railroads. He is the son of Roger E. Broggie, who was selected by Walt Disney to be the 
first Imagineer.

Broggie was born in Los Angeles, California on June 19, 1942 and grew up between Lake 
Arrowhead and the San Fernando Valley. His father was Roger E. Broggie, an engineer, 
machinist, and head of Walt Disney Studio machine shop.

As a small child, Broggie spent many Sundays in the backyard of Walt Disney's home in the 
Holmby Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles. He helped Walt and his father operate the 1/8-scale 
Carolwood Pacific Railroad—the model railroad layout which his father helped build.[2] On June 
18, 1955, about a month before the opening of Disneyland Park, 12-year-old Broggie assisted Walt 
Disney and his father with the steam up of the E.P. Ripley—one of the locomotives of the 
Disneyland Railroad. He also test-drove cars designed for the park's Autopia attraction.

Broggie earned an MBA and a doctorate in marketing (summa cum laude) at Pacific University, 
San Diego; a BA in communications from California State University, Northridge; and an AA in 
Journalism (with honors) from Los Angeles Valley College. He attended Lincoln University School 
of Law, San Francisco but did not graduate.

After graduating from North Hollywood High School in 1960, Broggie worked his way through 
college as an attractions Cast Member (ride operator) at Disneyland on the Autopia and Mine Train 
Through Nature's Wonderland during the summer seasons. After completing his undergraduate 
education, he joined the Walt Disney Studios in Burbank, California, as a publicity writer in the 
motion picture marketing department.

Broggie's career led to management and consulting positions with Marriott, Boise Cascade, and 
General Motors.[3] For three years in the early 1970s, he returned to his hometown of Lake 
Arrowhead and served as the executive vice president and general manager of Lake Arrowhead 
Development Company. Under his administration, the lake was transferred to a community 
corporation owned in common by area property owners. Broggie also served on the ABC 
sponsorship team for the 1984 Summer Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

Broggie then focused on his connection to Disney and began researching Walt Disney's lifelong 
connections with trains—culminating in the publication of Walt Disney's Railroad Story in 1997. 
With his wife, Sharon, he is co-founder and chairman of The Carolwood Society and chairman 
emeritus of the non-profit Carolwood Foundation. The foundation operates Walt Disney's 
Carolwood Barn within the Los Angeles Live Steamers Railroad Museum in Griffith Park on behalf 
of the Walt Disney Family Foundation.

On behalf of the model railroad industry, Broggie appeared in 30 cities as the featured presenter of 
“Walt Disney's Railroad Story” on a national tour titled “World's Greatest Hobby.”

Broggie is also a veteran of the United States Air Force, where he served in the Aerospace 
Medical Command as a pharmacy specialist.

Broggie is the author or co-author of eight books—both Disney and non-Disney in subject matter. 
Walt Disney’s Railroad Story was awarded in 1998 with the Benjamin Franklin Gold Medal for Best 
Biography from the Publishers Marketing Association (PMA).[

In addition to his books, Broggie has authored and edited numerous articles for regional and 
national publications, and is currently doing research for his autobiography. Broggie is also the 
author of the official souvenir guide to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum in Simi 
Valley, California.

Broggie is married to Sharon Charmagne Broggie and resides Prescott Lakes, Arizona. He has 
two sons from a previous relationship and one stepson.

Broggie and his wife support a variety of charitable and non-profit causes in Arizona. Broggie is a 
member of the Westlake Yacht Club, he was founder and initial CEO of The Nautical Foundation, a 
non-profit corporation that raises funds to promote the values and opportunities of youth and 
competitive sailing. He is also co-founder and president of the Prescott Police Foundation.[3] He 
and Sharon served eight years as volunteers in the Prescott Police Department's unit of Citizens 
on Patrol (COP). He was appointed to three terms on the appeals board of the Prescott Fire 
Department, the last term as chairman ended in 2020.

Broggie is an advocate for motion picture and television production in the state of Arizona, which 
was a successful industry for many decades until the state eliminated certain tax incentives and 
other financial benefits. Dating back to the silent era, over 130 motion pictures and countless 
television productions and commercials have been made in Arizona due to its climate and variety 
of scenic locales.

In 2010, Broggie was awarded an honorary diploma by Rim of the World High School, where his 
family sponsors an annual music scholarship award to a graduating student in memory of his 
mother, who was a concert violinist.

As author

 Walt Disney's Railroad Story

 Walt Disney's Happy Place

 Walt Disney's Words of Wisdom

 The History of Irwindale: Jardin de Roca (Garden of Rocks)

As co-author

 Air Force One: The Final Mission

As contributor

 Poor Charlie's Almanack: The Wit and Wisdom of Charles T. Munger
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The invention of the steam 
locomotive in the early 19th 
century revolutionized the 
way humans traveled, 
transported goods, and 
connected communities 
across vast distances. It was a 
marvel of its time—a 
machine that not only moved 
people physically but also 
inspired generations to dream 
of boundless possibilities. 
The rhythmic churning of 
steam engines symbolized 
progress, innovation, and the 
human spirit’s unrelenting 
pursuit of greatness.



One of the earliest 
pioneers, George Stephenson, 
known as the “Father of 
Railways,” was instrumental in 
bringing steam trains to the 
forefront of transportation. His 
invention of the Rocket, one of 
the first efficient steam 
locomotives, proved that 
railroads could be the backbone 
of modern infrastructure. 
Stephenson’s vision 
transformed rural towns into 
bustling hubs of commerce and 
industry, proving that the steam 
locomotive was more than a 
machine—it was a vessel of 
change.



Following Stephenson’s 
lead, Isambard Kingdom 

Brunel, a British engineer, took 
the concept of railroads to new 

heights. His Great Western 
Railway showcased his 

brilliance in designing tracks, 
tunnels, and bridges that were 

ahead of their time. Brunel 
understood that steam trains 

could not only unify cities but 
also ignite imagination, paving 

the way for technological 
advancements across industries.



In America, Cornelius 
Vanderbilt embraced the 

potential of railroads, 
expanding networks that 

connected the East and West 
coasts. Vanderbilt’s 

entrepreneurial drive 
solidified the importance of 
steam trains in shaping the 
nation’s economic growth. 
He recognized that the iron 

tracks were more than a 
means of transportation—
they were lifelines binding 
communities and forging 

opportunities.



Among those inspired by these 
pioneers was Walt Disney, whose love 
of trains transcended practicality and 

entered the realm of storytelling. 
Walt’s fascination with steam 

locomotives began in his youth and 
evolved into a lifelong passion that 
found expression in his parks and 

storytelling. Walt viewed trains as not 
just machines but vehicles of joy, 

creativity, and wonder. The Carolwood 
Pacific Railroad, a miniature train Walt 
built in his backyard, was more than a 

hobby—it was a symbol of his 
boundless imagination. 



In 1969, Roger E. Broggie, on behalf of the 
Walt Disney Company, acquired five 

locomotives from the United Railways of 
Yucatan in Mérida, Mexico. Among the five 

were two twin trains built by the Baldwin 
Locomotive Works in 1925. The first 

locomotive of the two was named the Walter 
E. Disney (No. 1), and the second one was 

named the Roger E. Broggie (No. 3) in honor 
of Disney’s first imagineer. They continue to 
transport millions of guests every year around 
Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida. These 

trains celebrate Walt Disney's enduring 
passion for steam power engines and 
storytelling, preserving the Universal 

Language of Inspiration and Innovation.



It’s my honor to bring this amazing story 
to a broader audience by translating The 
Walt Disney Railroad Story in Spanish 

that was written by Roger Broggie. Years 
in the making, it seemed fitting to 

introduce this masterpiece celebrating the 
100 Year Anniversary of two trains to 

Walt Disney fans around the world. The 
translation serves as a bridge, connecting 
diverse audiences to the legacy of steam 

engine trains and Walt’s vision and legacy 
he’s left behind. It is my hope that this 
book inspires a new generation of train 

enthusiast, storytellers, creators, and 
dreamers to keep the Magic of the 

Carolwood Foundation alive in 
preserving Walt Disney’s Railroad 

Legacy.
Gilbert L Feliciano





The legacy of steam train engines is not merely 
about their mechanics but their ability to transport 

us to new horizons—both real and imagined. 
From George Stephenson to Walt Disney, and 

Roger Broggie, Disney’s First Imagineer and now 
you the readers of this book, the story of steam 

power engines remains a testament to the 
enduring spirit of innovation and the power to 

dream.  


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12

